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LETTERS 


THE EDITOR 











Sir: I am proud to be one of your 
“fellow travellers for Christ.” 
Dallas, Texas 


Sir: I appreciate the Journal 


more than I can tell you and I want 
you to know that each day I thank 
God for the work which you are do- 
ing for the Kingdom of Christ. 


Marion, North Carolina 


Sir: I have subscribed to the 
Journal for several years now and 
found it very helpful in teaching 
the Sunday School class. I also com- 
mend you for being so straightfor- 
ward on vital issues involving our 
Christian heritage. 

Lincoln, Nebraska 


Sir: I am enclosing herewith a 
check for fifty-three dollars, three 
dollars for subscription to your most 
valuable paper and fifty dollars as 
a token of my deep appreciation for 
your most valuable editorials. Keep 
up the good work. 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Sir: You are doing a_ splendid 
work by publishing such a Journal. 
I am glad to see the letters of ap- 
preciation which are published in the 
magazine and the occasional brick- 
bats are reflections on the writers 
rather than on the magazine. 

Lynchburg, Virginia 


Sir: In October, 1957, I advised 
you that I was not in a position to 
continue my subscription. However, 
since you have been accused of being 
a “modernist” by Dr. Bob Jones, I 
guess it is time to renew and to give 
you some support. I certainly ap- 
preciate “most” of your editorials and 
articles. Please send me one dozen 
copies of Dr. Bell’s June 17th edi- 
torial. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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Sir: While in Montreat recently 
I picked up a copy of the June 24 
issue of your magazine and read the 
“Editor’s Reply” signed by Dr. L. 
Nelson Bell, to a communication on 
the “Letters to the Editor” page. I 
cannot help but protest strongly 
against this type of attack upon a 
most significant and worthwhile or- 
ganization. I am slightly familiar 
at least with the work of the World 
Health Organization and believe it to 
be of the greatest importance. 


Reference is made to the leader- 
ship of the World Health Organiza- 
tion as consisting at least in part of 
people who “openly ridicule the 
Church and her influence.” I know 
a few of the people who work with 
this group and have found them to 
be most sincere and earnest in their 
efforts to alleviate human suffering. 
The President of the World Health 
Organization is Dr. Leroy E. Burney, 
Surgeon General of the United States. 
For nine years I have been Dr. 
Burney’s minister. He is a most faith- 
ful and conscientious churchman. 
He now serves as an Elder of the 
Old Presbyterian Meeting House. 
Surely the practice of taking isolated 
quotations and using them as a means 
of attacking an important movement 
should have died with the decline of 
the influence of Senator McCarthy. 


Kenneth G. Phifer 


EDITOR’S REPLY: We are happy 
to know of the Christian leadership 
of the current President of the World 
Health Organization. Our quota 
tions were from an address given 
by Dr. G. B. Chisholm, president of 
the World Federation for Mental 
Health, an affiliated but a different 
organization, and they were “iso- 
lated” only insofar as they showed 
his complete contempt for the Chris- 
tian faith and his advocacy of the 
substitution of a humanistic psy- 
chiatry for Christian child training. 


Some time ago the QUARTERLY 
JOURNAL ON WORLD MENTAL 
HEALTH carried an article which 
said: “. . . preventive health services 
are bound to interfere with individ- 
ual liberty . . . and if they aim at 
mental as well as physical health 
they must be prepared to separate 
mothers from their children and to 
supervise the lives of people who 
would like to be let alone.” 


We do not believe Dr. Phifer would 
be any happier over this eventuality 
than would the rest of us. 


Sir: Having been a subscriber to 
the Journal several years, I feel re- 
miss in not having written my feeling 
to its editors. Your magazine has al- 
ways been a source of joy and in- 
spiration to me. In the July 22nd 
issue, Dr. Fulton’s address came as 
a cup of cold water to a parched 
tongue. Will there be copies of his 
addresses available? 


Houston, Texas 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Yes 
CMMM@C@E@EECEE@EEECEEEL. 
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EDITORIAL 


New Editor 


It is with thanksgiving to God that we announce 
that on August 18th the Board of Directors elected 
Dr. G. Aiken Taylor Editor of the SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL. 


Dr. Taylor’s election came as the culmination of a 
long search for a man capable of undertaking this 
important work; a man in whom there might be found 
the combination of intellectual training and dis- 
cipline, spiritual insight, theological perspective, pas- 
toral experience and writing ability. 


We feel that in Dr. Taylor all of these qualities are 
to be found to an exceptional degree and we believe 
that his acceptance of the call is an answer to many 
years of praying and searching. 


The staff of the JOURNAL will otherwise remain 
the same, Dr. Dendy continuing as Managing Editor 
and Drs. Wade Smith and Nelson Bell as Associate 
Editors. 


Dr. Taylor expects to assume his full duties with 
the October 7th issue of the JOURNAL. He will live 
in Asheville, N. C. where the editorial offices will 
be maintained. The business office will continue in 
the JOURNAL building in Weaverville while publi- 
cation offices will remain with the Biltmore Press, 
Asheville. 


Dr. Taylor was born in Recife, Brazil, the son of 
George W. and fulia Pratt Taylor, Presby- 
terian Missionaries. At the age of fifteen he returned 
to this country to complete his education, graduating 
from the Presbyterian College, Clinton, South Caro- 
line with the A.B. Degree in 1940. After teaching in 
the public schools of South Carolina for a year, he en- 
tered the Army and throughout more than three years 
with the 36th (Texas) Infantry Division, he rose to 
the rank of Captain, commanding a heavy weapons 
company in the 142 Infantry. He participated in five 
major campaigns, was wounded once and decorated 
twice. 

After the war, he entered the Columbia Theologi- 
cal Seminary of Decatur, Georgia, graduating with 
the B.D. Degree, Magna Cum Laude, in 1948. Later 
he was awarded the Ph.D. degree by Duke University, 
for work done on JOHN CALVIN, THE TEACHER. 


Dr. Taylor has served as pastor of Presbyterian 
Churches in Smyrna, Georgia; Burlington, N. Caro- 
lina, and is now minister of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Alexandria, Louisiana. He is the author 
of two books, A SOBER FAITH, now in its third 
printing, and ST. LUKE’S LIFE OF JESUS; and 
numerous articles. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly 


magazine, devoted to the statement, defense, and 


Hs is married to the former Blanche Williams of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., and they have four children, 
George, Jane, Hugh and Julia. 


Dr. Taylor had a brilliant record during the war. 
Because of exceptional bravery under heavy fire, 
which included the capturing of a strategic position 
in battle and from that position repulsing a counter- 
attack of the enemy, Dr. Taylor received a battle- 
field promotion from the rank of First Lieutenant 
to Captain. 


Later, because of heroic achievement in combat he 
received a further citation and the Bronze Star Medal. 


We quote a part of the latter citation: 


GEORGE A. TAYLOR, 0408575, Captain, 
142nd Infantry Regiment, for heroic achieve- 
ment in combat on 26 August 1944 in France. 
Elements of the Ist Battalion, attacking across a 
flat, open field, encountered heavy enemy small 
arms, artillery and tank fire and were pinned 
to the ground. Captain Taylor, commander of 
Company D, realized the necessity for establish- 
ing an observation post to direct mortar fire on 
the hostile force. Rather than endanger the life 
of one of his men, Captain Taylor personally led 
his radio operator across 300 yards of fire-swept 
terrain and set up the observation post himself. 
Although his position was the target for enemy 
fire, he calmly directed mortar fire, by means of 
the radio, on the hostile tanks and rifle men, 
inflicting heavy casualties, scoring direct hits on 
two of the tanks and discouraging the attack. 
Entered the Service from Clinton, South Caro- 
lina. 


(Signed) 


JOHN E. DAHLQUIST 
Major General, U. S. Army 
Commanding 


It is with a thrill of joy and deep thankfulness to 
God that we welcome Dr. Taylor to the JOURNAL 
family. We feel that the most useful years of the 
JOURNAL lie ahead and plans now in the making 
will be announced in due time. 





The Unseen Power 


Between now and the visit of Mr. Khrushchev, Chris- 
tians of America are in a position to share in a chal- 
lenging opportunity. We should unite in daily 
prayer for Mr. Khrushchev and those who will accom- 
pany him, that God may through the Holy Spirit 
bring to their hearts and minds inpressions which 
will convince them of the words: “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord.” 


On August Il4th a large group of concerned citizens 
met in Washington, D. C. to discuss Mr. Khrushchev’s 


ion of 


propaget 
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visit and to formulate some niode of procedure. This 
meeting was attended by a number of high ranking 
military officers, men concerned with government, 
and others interested in the welfare of America. It 
was a secular and not a religious gathering. 


But the amazing thing is that after long discussion 
those present came to the conclusion that the answer 
is to be found in God, not in man. 


Out of this meeting came the concrete suggestion 
that Christians unite in prayer over this matter; pray- 
ing that God will overrule what seems to be a grave 
error in judgment. Also, it was suggested that in 
every city which Mr. Khrushchev visits churches be 
opened specifically for prayer. In other words, that 
a wall of divine protection and guidance be raised 
for all concerned. 


This editorial carries with it the specific suggestion 
that our readers unite in prayer during the coming 
weeks. Pray that God will get honor and glory to 
Himself and that He will cause all of this feverish 
exchange of national leaders to work out for the ad- 
vancement of His Kingdom. 

—L. N. B. 





Capital Punishment 


Capital Punishment rests on the command of God, 
“Whosoever sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man,” 
Gen. 9:6. In accord therewith, the law of God given 
through Moses provides the death penalty for murder. 
Ex. 21:12f; Num.35:16f; Deut.19:11f. The sixth com- 
mandment is to be understood thus: Thou shalt not 
kill, that is, do no murder. And murder is such a 
serious sin that one guilty thereof shall be punished 
by the death penalty. God has committed this power 
to organized society. The same is recognized by the 
New Testament in Romans 13:1-5. That is, the state 
does have the police power and the power to keep 
order and, if need be, make war. And in the proper 
exercise of these powers the state is not guilty of 
murder when it executes a murderer for his crime. 

WwW. C. R. 


Life in Focus 


For the Christian, the true child of God, life 
should be lived in perfect perspective. That this is 
often not the case is due to our failure to appropriate 
to ourselves the richness and fullness of that which 
Christ has to offer. 


Many of us have experienced that frustration of 
looking through glasses belonging to someone else, 
only to see things out of focus and hazy in outline. 
Most of us have looked through binoculars only to 
see a blurred landscape or an object we could not 
distinguish. But once the glass is adjusted to our 
own vision we see things clearly and in their proper 
perspective. 

When our lives are submitted to Ged’s holy will; 
when our own wills are subordinated to His; when 


we accept developments in the light of His perfect 
knowledge and love; when we look at the present. 
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the past and the future in the light of His complete 
provision for*our‘ welfare,*theré comes with it 4ll 
a sense of inward peace, not because of circumstances 
with which we are familiar, or which may develop, 
but because we know we are safe in the keeping of 
the Sovereign God of the universe who is at the same 
time our loving Heavenly Father. 


Christ does so many things for us that we can 
never appreciate or enumerate them all. But it is 
profitable to consider just a few of the things which 
are ours because of faith in Him. 


For the Christian the Way has been opened for 
He is the Way, the Truth and our Life, the One who 
makes it possible for us to come into God’s holy 
presence. 


He is the barrier remover. Across the road of life 
we are frequently confronted with what appear to be 
insuperable obstacles. Often these are of our own 
making. Again they may be placed there for our 
discipline and warning. Or they may be testings bi 
which our faith is strengthened. In any case we hold 
the hand of the One for whom there are no barriers. 
Often these difficulties prove to be but stepping 
stones to new horizons of faith and living. Through 
Christ we often find a barrier to be nothing more 
than a renewed challenge to stop trying in our own 
strength and watch Him do marvelous things in His 
own way. 


Christ is also the mind adjuster. ‘The non-Chris- 
tian can never see or understand true wisdom be- 
cause a reverential fear of and trust in God is essen- 
tial to wisdom. Spiritual truth remains foolishness 
until the Holy Spirit takes of the things of Christ 
and speaks of them to our hearts. Then and onl 
then do our minds become adjusted to divine revela 
tion so that we see ourselves and the world in which 
we live in the light of eternity. 


For the Christian there is also the comfort of hop 
assured. ‘Those most precious things of God are ap- 
propriated by faith. Many of them will be experi- 
enced only after we move on to be forever with the 
Lord. But in our hearts we know the One in whom 
we have believed; we are assured that He is faithful 
and true and that some day we will have the joy 
of fulfillment with Him. 


In this connection it may be added that for the 
Christian the future is clarified. The uncertainties 
of the immediate become so trivial when we compare 
them with the certainties of the future. Through this 
experience we learn to place a proper value on the 
things to be seen and handled, knowing they are 
temporary, while we anticipate with great joy the 
things which are not seen and which are eternal. 

Because of appropriating to our hearts and lives 
the richness of a life lived in Christ the Christian be- 
comes a light in a dark place, the savor of the salt of 
life in an environment of moral putrefaction. God 
has not placed believers in the world without a pur- 
pose. He expects us to witness to His saving, trans- 
forming and keeping power. He expects us.to be so 
different from the unregenerate society of which we 
are a part that unbelievers will see, take note and 
say, “I want what that Christian has; I want that 
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something which brings peace in the midst of chaos; 
hope when all seems hopeless; joy when there is so lit- 
tle to be joyful about; cleanness when there is so much 
filth; strength where so many are weak.” 


Surrounded by the serried ranks of witnesses — 
that great host of men and women who have given 
up everything for the privilege of knowing Christ 
and making Him known — we who today name the 
name of Christ need to renounce conformity to a 
lost and dying world and live as new creatures in 
Christ. We need to confront the sin in our own 
lives and by God’s grace renounce it and live for 
His glory. 


To keep our perspective we need to fix our eyes on 
the One who is the source and goal of our faith and 
live as His good soldiers. This will mean a renounc- 
ing of those entangling alliances with the world in 
order that we may please Him. 


Ours is a precious birthright. Dare we sell it for 
anything which perishes with the using. 
—L. N. B. 





The Altar Is Inappropriate for 
Presbyterian Worship 


This may be shown in several ways. Jesus and the 
Apostles celebrated the Last Supper about a Table 
not an altar. In I Cor. 10, the Apostle Paul speaks 
of “the Table of the Lord” in contrast to the altar 
of Judaism. In the catacomb of St. Callistus the early 
Christian is pictured standing behind a modest Table 
on which is*w small loaf of bread. Phis-was the cus- 
tom in Rome until Bishop Felix ordered the use of 
the altar-tombstgnes of the martyrs fm 272. A wooden 
table is acceptéd by the archaeologists as the form 
used in the ancient Church at: Dura-Europas. The 
“altar” which Athanasius’ presbyter was accused of 
overturning in 332 could only have been such a 
simple wooden table not a stone altar; and so must 
have been the “altars” under which the threatened 
people of Rome hid when the city was sacked. In 
England whenever the truly Reformed position came 
into power the altars were replaced by tables, namely, 
by Bishop Ridley and others under Edward VI, again 
under Elizabeth I, and a third time at the request 
of the Westminster Assembly of Divines. In the first 


—— erected at Jamestown there was a walnut 
able, 


_ There are strong doctrinal reasons why an altar 
is inappropriate in a Presbyterian Church. Hurrell 
Froude of the Oxford Movement wrote in 1832 that 
it matters not where the pulpit is placed, if it does not 
“stand in the light of the Altar, which is more sacred 
than the Holy of Holies in the Jewish Temple.” For 
the Anglo-Catholic there is a real, though spiritual, 
presence of Christ on the church altar and this ex- 
plains why it is regarded as a sacred place. But for 
the Presbyterian or Reformed Faith, the risen body 
of Christ is in heaven not on the church altars. The 
risen living Christ actively communes with His peo- 
ple by the power of the Holy Spirit in their hearts. 
The Anglo-Catholic doctrine is that the real (in re) 
presence is spiritual; but the Calvinistic doctrine is 
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that the spiritual presence is real. And though this 
takes a bit of thinking through, it is not a mere play- 
ing with words, For us the bread on the Table, in 
the hand, and in the mouth is the seal that Christ 
is present by and in His Spirit feeding us with the 
blessings of His Person and His Work unto everlast- 
ing life. The preaching of the Word and the ad- 
ministration of the sacraments, as every other part 
of the worship, in a truly Presbyterian Church ought 
to direct the eyes of faith to Christ at the right hand 
of God interceding for His people and away 
from any sacred spot in the earthly sanctuary as an 
altar or a picture worship center. 


Again at an altar a sacrifice is offered to appease 
an otherwise angry deity. Thus the altar means that 
the sacrifice of Christ is either continued or repeated. 
But the Reformed Faith teaches that Christ has 
offered the one sacrifice once for all at Calvary by 
which the wrath of God was averted and the Holy 
God reconciled to sinful man. Accordingly, we need 
no altar for other propitiatory sacrifices, but a Table 
which testifies that God is feeding His people out 
of His mercy and love unto life everlasting. An altar 
calls cn men to sacrifice to God, a Table tells us of 
the gracious Father in heaven who pours forth His 
love and lavishes His bounty on His redeemed peo- 
ple. 


The placing of the altar back where it was in pre- 
Reformed days at the head of an elevated chancel 
where it is the fecal center of a Gothic structure testi- 
fies that the sacraments are the primary things in 
worship. For the Roman and for the Anglo-Catholic 
this is true. The Oxford Movement rejected Luther's 
justification by faith alone based on the all-sufficiency 
of Christ’s work for us. It restored the altar that 
sacrifices offered there might afford acts to comfort 
penitents whose sins were not completely forgiven by 
faith and baptism. On the other hand, the Reformed 
order is not the sacraments and the Word, but the 
Word and the sacraments. Calvin holds that the 
Church rests upon the Word as her foundation and 
that the two sacraments are supporting stays. For 
the Catholics the sacrament conveys what it signifies, 
but for the Reformed it seals what it signifies. We use 
the sacraments to confirm to our hearts the promises 
of the Word. We have no better Christ to offer on 
sacrament Sunday, but we do call on our people to 
exercise not only théir ears, but also their eyes, their 
hands, their taste, to lay hold on this same Christ 
with their whole being. “Taste and see that the Lord 
is Good, blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.” 
Calvin took the altar out of the focal center at the 
head of the high chancel and instead put a modest, 
unobtrusive Table on the same level as the congrega- 
tion beside the high pulpit. Since the Word is first, 
the pulpit rather than the Table is the center of in- 
terest in St. Pierre in Geneva. 


Finally, the altar implies not only a sacrifice but a 
mediating priest. So one hears in our own communion 
of congregations which have so arranged their services 
that neither member nor deacon, nor elder may ap- 
proach the high altar, only the clergyman may min- 
ister there. One result of this kind of thinking is that 
even ruling elders are now called laymen. Thorn- 
well and Dabney called them clergy. The use of 
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layman for a ruling elder is a relatively recent innova- 
tion in our Book of Church Order. In the Reforma- 
tion “the poorest washer woman” was as truly a priest 
at the Table of the Lord as was the presiding min- 
ister. Calvin and Knox brought the Table into the 
midst of the congregation and invited the people to 
come to the Table of the Lord that they might know 
they had in Christ a share in the Father’s heart and 
in the bounty of His hand. 


—W.C.R. 





John Wesley On The Image 
Of God In Man 


In an earlier editorial, we pointed out that John 
Calvin, like Luther, rejected the Thomist doctrine 
that by the fall man lost only the likeness not the 
image of God. He used an Augustinian statement 
that fallen man was wholly deprived of his super- 
natural talents, while the natural ones were corrupted. 
By means of this distinction Calvin as well as the 
Calvinistic Creeds, e.g. the Scots’, the Gallic and the 
Westminster Confession, describes the defection of 
the first man as sufficient to obliterate the divine 
image and render man dead in trespasses and sin in 
reference to the things of God. But in references to 
the things of his fellow men, Calvin speaks of the 
divine image as not entirely annihilated, so that man 
still has excellent talents in matters of civil polity, 
domestic economy, and mechanical and liberal arts. 


It is not so well known that John Wesley’s greatest 
book was ON ORIGINAL SIN, a defense of the 
gravity of the fall and the needs of the renewing grace 
of God against John Taylor, an English professor 
of theology who moved from Presbyterianism to Uni- 
tarianism. In this work and in his sermon on THE 
HEAVENLY TREASURE IN EARTHEN VES- 
SELS, Wesley speaks of man as “totally corrupt”. 
The original likeness to God has been destroyed. Man 
has lost both the knowledge and the love of God with- 
out which the image of God could not subsist. Every 
single individual has totally lost, not only the favour, 
but likewise the image of God. 


ON THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN he de- 
nies that there are any innate ideas of God at all. 
Apart from early instruction, children have no knowl- 
edge of God. Natural religion abstracted from the 
traditional and from the influences of God's Spirit 
leaves us atheists, without God in the world. As Cal- 
vin went beyond Luther in finding a beginning of the 
restoration of God’s image in regeneration, so Wesley 
exceeded Calvin in teaching the restoration of the 
image of God by sanctification. 


Whatever our several positions on details of these 
matters are, it becomes us to be accurate with Chris- 
tian history and to portray Calvin and Wesley as 
they actually wrote, not as one might have preferred 
that they write. And it is a matter of significance 
that those who have been men of distinction in the 
field of Christian theology, such as, Paul, Augustine, 
Luther, Calvin, Wesley, have taken sin and the fall 
seriously. He who knows himself a great sinner 
glories in the Greatness of his Saviour, 

—W.C.R. 


The Journey Heavenward 
Is All Uphill 


Uphill! Uphill! Always uphill. Are there no level 
places on this road where we can walk without effort 
and are there no downhills where we can coast a little 
and enjoy the attractions of the world as we pass 
them by? And the road always seems so rough, so 
rocky. Invariably it is unpaved and leads eternally 
upward, upward the hard way. And as we go toiling 
along we frequently come to beautiful side roads 
which seem to go around the hill rather than over it; 
they are generally smooth roads, too, and the travel- 
ing appears so much easier on them, but strange it 
is the sign “Heavenward” never points down them. 


Our steps are so stumbling, so uncertain, so un- 
steady as we climb, that often it seems as though we 
take one step forward and slip back two or three. 
And sometimes we slip and fall down and at these 
times the thought comes, “I’m tired, I must rest”, 
and we look and right there on the side of the road 
is a nice, cool, comfortable seat. But every climber 
knows that if he stops he gets cold and generally 
stagnates. 

Take courage, Christian, this road is the road of 
Pilgrims’ Progress. Keep your eyes fixed on the distant 
goal. On top of the hill the sun is shining and the 
mountain peak merges with the skies. Christ Him- 
self climbed this hill and blazed the trail for us. 

Yes, the journey heavenward is all uphill, but the 
downhill leads to Hell. 

—R. LeC. 
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|\Career Versus Character 


By Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr. 


This message was delivered by Dr. Hill at The Conference on Christian Problems in Today’s World held 
in The First Presbyterian Church, Weaverville, N. C. on Wednesday, August 19th. 1959. This Conference was 
sponsored by The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


I saw the other day an advertisement of a Chris- 
tian school with the motto, “Character Above Career.” 
That motto was exceedingly significant, for it cuts 
directly across the thinking of our world today. It 
holds up an ideal which is distinctly Christian and 
yet one toward which many Christians never even 
attempt to move, for career and money have become 
the main motive of all life in our world today. 
It is Satan’s business to make people feel that making 
a living is the chief thing in life; but a Christian 
ought to know that the main business of life is to 
live, not to make a living, that making a living is 
purely incidental. 


Now, the question is how to expose the big lie. 
How can we do it in a world that is geared to money 
and material things, where there are two words that 
characterize the attitude of the world — grab and 
gripe? Everybody is grabbing, grabbing, grabbing; 
and if you don’t grab soon enough and someone 
grabs ahead of you, then you gripe, gripe, gripe. This 
is the natural response of our fallen natures, called the 
acquisitive instinct, which conceives of life in terms 
of getting rather than giving. How can we train 
boys and girls in a civilization that demands more, 
more, more? 


In a nation of greedy people who must have higher 
and higher wages and higher and higher prices, until 
finally the big “bust” comes, as surely it is coming, 


| with all of the attendant panic and surrender of 
) liberties to some worldly dictator who professes to 
| know how to give us back our prosperity, so that we 


can again have more, more more? (This took place 
a generation ago, on a small scale. It is going to take 
place again very soon on an infinitely greater scale 
that could conceivably mean the end of democracy 


} as we know it today. In many respects, this could 


pose a greater threat to our nation than atheistic 
communism.) The answer is Christian education — 


/ education that conditions the child to moral and 
| spiritual reactions even before they are understood, 


that leads to real experience in Christ, to Christian 
character, 


| We must have Christian grade schools. 


First, let us consider the fact that a Christian 


school must be Christian in more than name: 


I. In a Christ-centered purpose. By this, I mean 


» that it is not enough to attach a Bible course and add 


the word Christian to an otherwise semi-pagan school. 
A school with a Christian purpose seeks to produce 


| Godly men and women, to produce Christian char- 





acter — not simply to impart knowledge or to lead 
to an awareness of God, but to produce Godly char- 
acter, 
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Il. Jn a Christ-centered curriculum. By this I mean 
that the Word of God must be the main course 
taught, and every course in the school taught from 
the point and application of the Word of God. His- 
tory is taught as the moving of God’s hand in the 
affairs of men, math as the eternal truth in the mind 
and character of God, and science as the methods 
of the Eternal accomplishing His purposes. Text- 
books should not only be written from a Christian 
point of view, but should be filled with Scripture, 
Christian concepts and language, so that the pupil 
begins to think of all things in their relationship 
to God. 


III. Jn a Christ-centered faculty. By this I mean 
that all members of the faculty should be, not simply 
professing Christians, but born-again Christians, and 
more than that, ones whose lives are dedicated to the 
propagation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
education, ones who have entered this work as a full- 
time vocation and are thoroughly equipped from the 
point of view of Christian training. It is vital to have 
teachers who love to work, not just a forty hour 
week — teachers who are praying Christians and have 
a genuine personal concern for their pupils. 


IV. In a Christ-centered atmosphere. By this I 
mean that all of the extra-curricular activities, the 
discipline, the atmosphere of the classroom, the ad- 
ministration of the school must be distinctly Chris- 
tian. The atmosphere must be one of love, firm 
discipline, order, respect, courtesy — and must be 
maintained even at the risk of the displeasure of the 
patrons. Pupils who insist on destroying this atmos- 
phere must be eliminated, expelled, though they be 
the Children of the directors of the school. 


V. In a Christ-centered spirit. By this I mean that 
the spirit of love and brotherhood must ever per- 
vade our teaching and thinking, so that school does 
not degenerate into a “holier than thou” group with 
a snobbish attitude toward others around na Be are 
not in a Christian school, or produce a bunch of 
“hothouse plants” who have to face a cold and hostile 
world. 


These two dangers can be minimized by giving to 
our school an evangelistic purpose. To enroll pupils 
only from definitely Christian homes is to make an 
abnormal situation in the school. We should take 
children from nonChristian homes as well, where 


parents and children are willing to abide by rules 
and principles of the school. If the school is worth 
its salt, it will be able to control any tendencies 
among pupils to nonChristian behavior and will 
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soon lead such students, and perhaps their parents, 
to Christ — besides producing a more normal situa- 
tion where students have to mingle with all sorts of 
people. Our schools should not be exclusive, but in- 
clusive and evangelistic. 


VI. In a Christ-centered challenge. By this I mean 
that the school should confront every pupil, constant- 
ly, with the living Christ, that each one may come to 
know Him in Christian experience, be born again 
and enter into a growing Christian life; but more than 
that, that every pupil may receive a definite challenge 
for full committal of life to Christ, either for full- 
time Christian service in the ministry, missions or 
church work, or full-time Christian service in other 
vocations in life. Everything else in life may be sec- 
ondary to bearing a clear and fruitful witness for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. To implement the practical ap- 
plication of the Christian life, we should keep our 
schools church related and as closely associated as 
possible with local churches. An organizational tie- 
up is helpful. Interdenominational effort is good, 
but undenominational effort tends to become anti- 
church and definitely harmful to the development 
of balanced, useful Christian personality and service. 


VII. In Christ-centered standards a school that 
sets its own standards according to the Word of God, 
not allowing itself to be stampeded, frightened or 
intimidated into accepting the world’s standards for 
education, nor lowering our own Christian standards 
in order to attain the accreditation or prestige offered 
by the world in its standards. It should be a school 
which surpass all of those educational standards 
which are truly conducive to the attainment of true 
knowledge and character, yet never compromising 
to attain such of the world’s standards as are not 
vital to true Christian education. 


Second, let us consider the difference between the 
Christian school and the other schools. This differ- 
ence is one of purpose — for our purpose is not 
simply to (1) impart knowledge, (2) develop per- 
sonality by adjustment, but to produce Godly. char- 
acter. Godly men and women do not simply adjust 
to life; they make life and influence all of life around 
them. It is difficult for other schools to do this. 


Recently, Dr. Gordon Edmund Jackson, professor 
at Pittsburg-Xenia Theological Seminary, in an article 
in Presbyterian Action, said, “When the church is 
in the public school teacher, the point of view of the 
Christian fellowship is brought into view in morality. 
The example of the fellowship is set before the class 


in the Christian teacher. The teacher, in his con- 
cern for the student, communicates his own integrity, 
his peace, his own quality of being to the child. In 
course of their hours together, the conversation 
might, quite legitimately, turn to Christ and the 
church, as the youngster asks his teacher where he 
goes to church. The point is that maybe, at some 
very deep levels, evangelism is going on by way of the 
Christian public school teacher. 


This is quite true, and certainly desirable, but we 
had better put the emphasis on “maybe”; for the 
question is, how many public school teachers are 
Christian; and the question is, further, how many 
of them are Christian enough to communicate their 


Christianity in such a way that will definitely in- 
fluence the life of a child with all the competitive 
influences to be found in other teachers and in the 
pressures brought to bear upon the child from every 
pagan source in the public school? It seems that ou 
church leaders are tenaciously seeking to hold to 
the theory that the public school can be all that is 
necessary in character building, that the church has 
no business in education. In their efforts to defend 
this concept, they act like a scared little boy whistl- 
ing in the dark to bolster his courage. The time 
has passed, or is fast passing, when the public schoo! 
can ever be an evangelizing agency, directly or indi 
rectly. 


As much as we desire to save the public school, 
we must face the facts. The public schools are 
steadily becoming more pagan. God is increasingly 
ruled out by law ignored in practice. While we are 
trying to revive the corpse, we neglect the newborn 
infant — the hope of tomorrow — the Christian 
grade school. 


In order for a Christian school to justify its ex 
istence, however, it must do, not just as good a job, 
but a better job than is being done by the public 
schools. This does not mean that the equipment 
must be better. Equipment, after all, is not essential 
to real education — though it is a help and desirable. 
Nor does it mean that we are to have teachers with 
more and better degrees; degrees do not necessarily 
make a good teacher. Nor does it mean that we are 
to pay equal salaries or better salaries than are paid 
in the public schools. Nor does it even mean that 
our teachers are to be more brilliant. It does mean, 
however, that our teachers must be genuinely dedi- 
cated persons; must know their subject well, not 
merely in an academic way; must love people, be 
gifted in dealing with them; and wholly dedicated to 
the task of building character. It is rarely possible 
in a Christian school to pay larger salaries, or to 
have teachers with more degrees, or to have better 
equipment. It is possible, however, to have a better 
school and to do a better job at education if we can 
gather a staff with the aforenamed qualifications. 


It is mot necessary for us to strive for accreditation. 
It is necessary for us to strive for a genuine, well- 
rounded, well-informed personality on the part of 
our pupils — to send out to other schools pupils 
who are better trained, more versatile, more depend- 
able, and more efficient than those turned out by 
other schools. In this area, the Christian school has 
tremendous advantage; because genuine, well-bal- 
anced Christianity produces the kind of personality 
which, if given a well-balanced education which is 
thorough, will become the kind of product which 
we wish to send out into the world and which will, 
on the average, be head and shoulders above what is 
turned out by the ordinary school. Real characte) 
that stands up springs from genuine religious con- 
victions and from a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. The public schools are tragically handicapped 
in trying to build character. The Christian schoo! 
has a head start. 


But we must have as our chief aim, not the im 
partation of facts nor the development of the social 
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graces nor the increase of knowledge — though we 
are concerned with all of these things. Our central 
purpose is the building of character. That is done 
effectively and permanently only through the work 
of the Holy Spirit in a regenerated heart. Let us not 
get our attention fixed too rigidly upon any other 
secondary goal in education, but strive ever toward 
the primary goal of producing that which only the 
Word of God can produce; for “All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God and is profitable for 
doctrine, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness, that the man of God may be thoroughly fur- 
nished unto every good work.” And men are “born 


again by the Word of God which liveth and abideth 
forever.” The Word of God, then, must be the center 
of the curriculum, the love of Christ the all powerful 
motive, the power of the Spirit the controlling factor, 
and Christlikeness the end in view. To impart a 
knowledge of God is good; to lead to a personal ex- 
perience with Christ is good; but if these are to have 
real and lasting value, then Christian character must 
be the net result. If we give them information and 
lead them into an experience of acceptance of Christ, 
but fail to make the third connection, we have ac- 
complished something; but we have fallen short of 
the real goal. 


Some English History 


By Gordon H. Clark 


Recently four short articles were published in this 
Journal relating to the progress of the Gospel in 
France before the Reformation. Now there will be a 
few articles on England. 


How the Gospel first came to Britain is shrouded 
in the mists of tradition. There is some evidence that 
it came from the East at an extremely early date. 
However, from the year 600 on, the church of Rome 
tried to control ecclesiastical affairs in Britain. 


The history of the Papacy is to a large extent a 
series of political intrigues, of embroilments between 
popes and emperors, of encroachments on national 
liberties, of assassinations, sieges, and battles for the 
purpose of establishing a spiritual despotism over the 
hearts and consciences of men. 


For example, the pope Gregory VII excommuni- 
cated Henry IV, emperor of Germany, released his 
subjects from their oath of allegiance, and forced him 
to stand in the snow as a penitent before restoring the 
Empire to him on stringent terms. In the time of 
Innocent III, King John of England resigned title 
to England and Ireland in favor of the Pope, acknowl- 
edged himself a vassal of Rome, and paid a fine 
of one thousand marks. In the presence of the chief 
barons John took the crown from his head, kneeled 
before the papal legate, Pandulf, and gave him the 
crown. Pandulf kept the crown five humiliating days 
before restoring it to the now subjugated vassal. 


The first definite attempt to reform religion in 
England was made during the reign of Edward III, 
about 1350. Darkness covered the nation and gross 
darkness the people. The name of Christ lingered on, 
but the spirit of power of his religion were extinct. 
Outward formality took the place of spiritual devo- 
tion. Hypocrisy and superstition became the substi- 
tutes for holiness and faith. The regulation of vestures 
and ceremonies, the abstaining from meats, pilgrim- 
ages and self-inflicted penances superseded judgment, 
mercy, and faith. Human nature, eluding the bar- 
riers appointed by heaven, lapsed into the creed and 
conduct of the Pharisees and Sadducees of old. 


This and worse was the state of religion when 
John Wickliffe, the morning star of the Reformation, 
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arose to shed abroad the light of obscured truth. He 
was a lecturer on theology at Oxford. Being con- 
vinced of some items of Scriptural truth, he published 
his opinions, and as they differed from those of the 
Romish religion, Pope Gregory XI condemned some 
of his tenets, commanded the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury to force Wickliffe to recant, and in case he re- 
fused, to summon him to Rome. 


The Archbishop was unable to follow the Pope’s 
instructions because Wickliffe had won the ear of 
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster. After an insur- 
rection by the people against the Duke had been 
quieted, with some damage to the Duke’s palace, the 
Archbishop heard Wickliffe explain his views, but 
in view of the Duke’s attitude, the Archbishop did 
not dare to use further force. 


The position of Rome was weakened at this time 
by the fact that two men claimed to be Pope, and 
each excommunicated the other. The division in 
the Papacy lasted for thirty nine years, and it caused 
even the common people to stop and consider the 
papal claims. In such a situation Wickliffe could re- 
ceive a better hearing. 


Wickliffe translated the Bible into English, wrote 
several treatises that angered the priests, and called 
the people from their ignorance and immorality, 
their saints and images, to the pure Word of God. 
In this Wickliffe was rather successful. Despite 
some civil disturbances, and notwithstanding the at- 
tempts of the Archbishop to silence him, Wickliffe 
spread his Biblical teachings. 


The Vice Chancellor of Oxford threatened Wick- 
liffe with excommunication and imprisonment, and 
finally forced him out of Oxford. But Wickliffe 
escaped actual persecution and died peacefully on 
Dec. 31, 1384. 


After his death the next Archbishop of Canter- 
bury condemned his doctrines, and in 1413 Pope 
John XXIII ordered his treatises to be burnt. The 
principal and most offensive of Wickliffe’s doctrines 
were the following: 


The substance of material bread and the substance 
of material wine remain in the sacrament of the 
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altar — Christ Himself is not Himself identically 
and really in His proper corporeal presence in the 
sacrament; a priest or bishop in mortal sin cannot 
ordain nor consecrate nor baptize; it cannot be proved 
from the Gospel that Christ instituted the mass; the 
Church of Rome is the synagogue of Satan; it is law- 
ful for a priest or a deacon to preach the Word of 
God without the authority of the Rome court; the 


election of the Pope by the cardinals is an invention 
of the devil. 


After these articles were condemned, Wickliffe was 
declared to be, or better to have been, an obstinate 
heretic; his bones were dug up and burned; and his 
ashes scattered on the river Swift. 


Wickliffe left a number of disciples, called Lol- 
lards. About the year 1413 the clergy persuaded the 
King that the Lollards were plotting an insurrection 
under the leadership of Sir John Oldcastle, or as he 
was also called, Lord Cobham. This intelligent gentle- 
man had read the works of Wickliffe and had been 
persuaded of their truth. He circulated the doctrines 
and supported Lollard preachers. Henry, at the in- 
stigation of the priests, organized a persecution on 
the ground of conspiracy against the throne. A rumor 
was spread that Lord Cobham had collected 20,000 
men at St. Giles-in-the-Fields. The King went there 
at midnight and found some eighty persons assembled 
for worship. Some of these were taken prisoners, 
some were slaughtered on the spot. Lord Cobham 
was caught and thrown into the Tower. He managed 
to escape. But some of his followers, under severe 
tortures, confessed to conspiracy and accused Cob- 
ham of being the ringleader. 


Still A People 


Four years later Sir John Oldcastle was caught 
again. He was suspended to a gallows by chains and 
was roasted to death by a slow fire. 


Not satisfied with his death, the priests persuaded 
the Parliament to forbid the reading of the Scriptures 
in English upon pain of death and confiscation of 
property. If any relapsed after being pardoned, they 
should be both hanged and burned. These enact- 
ments were enforced; some Lollards were burned to 
death, some escaped from the country, and others 
abjured rather than suffer the cruel tortures that the 
Papists had devised. 


The situation grew worse. Six men and women were 
burned to death at Coventry for teaching their chil- 
dren the Apostles Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Ten Commandments. The bishops, steeped in ig- 
norance, so ignorant that they often could not preach 
any kind of sermon, rarely visited their dioceses, ex- 
cept to riot at high festivals; the abbots and monks 
were notorious for their profligacy; and the inferior 
clergy were despised and hated for their vices and 
crimes. A thoroughgoing reformation was needed. The 
invention of printing, about 1450, helped to revive 
learning and so emphasized the ignorance of the 
clergy. Soon the doctrines of Luther began to mingle 
with the remnants of the Lollard preaching. About 
this time a new translation of the New Testament 
by Tyndal began to be circulated. The New Testa- 
ment enraged the Papists as they saw the effects that 
the pure Gospel produced. Soon Henry VIII would 
come into conflict with Rome, and though it was 
because of a very different reason, he produced the 
conditions in which the Reformation could progress. 


By Rev. Theodore Kline* 


Despite centuries of stormy weather, Israel is “still 
a people”. There are those who would reason against 
this with good argument, but the fact remains that 
there dwells within America, and indeed the world, 
a group of individuals with certain cultural, religious, 
and social similarities. This, coupled with a past 
history which included a material geographical ex- 
istence, and a glorious religious heritage, serves to 
emphasize the distinctiveness of Israel. 


Those of us who have found the Hebrew Messiah, 
and who are interested in the unique and talented 
people of Israel, must devise ways and means to reach 
them. There is, of course, no scientific method, no 
2 and 2 equals 4, but certain general lines strike us. 


By and large, earnest Christians for centuries have 
yearned for a break through in Jewish missions. 
Here is a group of descendants related to the 
early Jewish Christians, who dwell in the midst of pre- 
dominant Christian communities, with little infiltra- 
tion of the Gospel. Our Lord indicated quite strongly 
that the “fig tree” which is Israel, would become ten- 
der in relation to a climactic period in history. Jesus 
said, “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; when his 
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is nigh.” Matthew 24:32. 
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When we analyze the world today, we discover a 
dismal picture. Communism has over-run a vast por- 
tion of the world; missionaries have been driven from 
their posts; warfare has developed into a giant wheel 
of destruction, possessing the ability to wipe out great 
segments of the human population through atomic 
weapons. It is not comforting to know that at this 
very moment, should it be the wish of a few minds, 
many cities would be wiped out completely. Indeed, 
our only real and final hope is the transforming power 
of the Gospel, which transcends the ephemeral and 
shadowy existence in which we live. 


One can hardly escape the feeling that Israel, re- 
cently resucitated as a nation, and much in the center 
of world news, has a destiny pertinent to the tre- 
mendous event of the return of the Christ. Jewish 
people from all over the world are returning to Is- 
rael, and Israel has emerged as a recognized nation 
in the family of nations. We might easily ask our- 
selves, what period in human history are we in? It 
surely is not an insignificant period, for the great 
clashings and clangings of events and materials swirl 
together toward a critical boiling point of activity. 


In the midst of all this there is an ever increasing 
flow toward Jesus among the Jews. It is certainly 


/ AUGUST 26, 1959 





still 
the | 
four 
tion 
amo 
for 
hoo 
steil 
tern 
The 
thos 
not. 


V 
tian 
Jest 
able 
mai 
Chi 
eve 
can 
soci 
con 
per 
del: 


cre: 





still merely a trickle, but an increasing one. Gone is 
the brittle hardness of yesterday toward Christ, which 
found its concretion through the peltings of persecu- 
tion and racial hatred. Replacing this, particularly 
among reformed and liberal Jews, is an admiration 
for Jesus, although not a recognition of His Saviour- 
hood. Great Jewish artists such as Chaball and Ep- 
stein portray Him. Rabbis at times speak in glowing 
terms of the wonderful principles He laid down. 
There is a clearer discernment between Jesus and 
those who call themselves Christians, but who are 
not. 


With the changing of these conditions, we Chris- 
tians must ask how we can most effectively present 
Jesus as personal Saviour? The climate is more favor- 
able, we possess the means, there therefore must re- 
main a method. That Jewish people can come to 
Christ in mass movement is attested to by the early 
events of Acts, when thousands accepted. That they 
can come individually, despite the barriers that exist 
socially and otherwise, is attested to by a chain of 
conversions, featuring among others, some brilliant 
persons such as Da Costa, Neander, Edersheim, Men- 
delsohn, Disraeli and others. Today there is an in- 
crease but as stated, still a trickle. 


Concerning a method, three present ones are being 
utilized to reach Israel. (1) The Parish approach, 
in which a church reaches out to the community and 
includes all; (2) the Mission approach in which work- 
ers visit and urge Jews to accept, and (3) The 
Church, in which Jewish believers gather, and take 
office, and take their place beside sister churches. 
Certainly God can and has used each of these methods. 
The Parish approach is the only method that can 
be used in certain regions. The mission approach 
works among some classes of Jews in certain regions, 
just as it does among Gentiles. But the effective 
method, and the one we have adopted in Baltimore, 
is the church approach. This has been highly success- 
ful in other areas, such as Detroit, Chicago and Phila- 
delphia, where Hebrew Christian Churches exist. 

Our Church approach is unique in a number of 
ways. First of all, we have designed a building, now 
under construction, specifically for Jewish Christians 
—containing an ark of the Covenant, Tablets of the 
Law, and certain Christian features. Secondly, we 
have an educational wing for our daily nursery and 
kindergarten, and for Sunday School. Thirdly, our 
parish is in the suburbs where Jewish people are mov- 
ing in ever increasing numbers. 


As an added attraction, we have special recrea- 
tional features which will enable us to have a sum- 
mer program of swimming, picnicking, table tennis, 
etc. These will fit in with plans for one day con- 
ferences, childrens’ day camp, and vacation Bible 
School. Thus our summer, once a closed proposition, 
will feature scenes of intense activity. 


The greatest advantage to the Hebrew Christian 
Church is the building of one stone on another— 
reaching out as a group of Hebrew Christians to other 
Jews. Jewish Christians will be expected to take on 
responsibilities for the eldership, trustees, women’s 
groups, etc. This, when developed, can represent a 
far greater effort than one or two paid workers. 


Our Church is known as The Emmanuel Presby- 
terian Hebrew Christian Congregation — a long 
name, but significant. Emmanuel represents our name 
for many years, Emmanuel Center, which will still 
be retained — Presbyterian to let our Hebrew breth- 
ren know this comes from a long established fellow- 
ship of believers — Hebrew Christian — that is what 
we shall have, Hebrews of Christian faith, Jews or 
Gentiles, whosoever God adds to us. We do not de- 
sire to compete with local Gentile congregations, 
but neither should we exclude any man who seeks our 
fellowship. The word congregation is used very often 
in synagogues, and is both Jewish and Christian. 


When all is said and done, we know method is one 
thing, but only God gives the increase. We thus would 
solicit your earnest prayers. We hope that readers in- 
terested in Jewish evangelism will follow our progress 
in Baltimore. We are reaching out—to a people— 
the Children of Israel. Our approach is on a cultural 
social and religious level as theirs, our Lord and 
Saviour is the only difference. But Israel is “still a 
people”, and it is on that basis we shall sustain our 
efforts to a people whom God loves, and for whom 
Christ died. 

* Mr. Kline is Director of Emmanuel Center, a 


Christian mission to the Jews under the auspices 
of the Presbyterian Churches, UP-USA and U. S. 








A Venture in 
Long-Range Reporting 


The demand for extra copies of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal for June 17th. carrying the 
above named editorial by Dr. Bell has been so great 
that our supply of this particular issue is now ex- 
hausted. We have had many requests for reprints. 
We now have these in our four page (Journal page 
size) reprint along with the editorial entitled, “Cruci- 
fied for What?” The price: 25c per dozen or $2.00 
per hundred postpaid. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE. N. C. 








WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 


An Exposition of the 
Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 
Single Copies $2.00 
$15.00 per Dozen Postpaid 


Sent Free for One New Subscription to 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co, 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mgar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 13, 1959 


Background Scripture: Jonah 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 67:1-7 


God said to Abraham in Genesis 22:18: “And in 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed”. 
God's purpose in selecting Abraham was to bless all 
the world through him. The Jews came to look upon 
God as their own special property and exclusive 
possession, but, as we see from what the Lord said 
to Abraham this was not His purpose. The nation 
Israel was to preserve the true religion in a world 
full of idolatry and to witness for God to all the 
nations. They failed to do this. Instead of being 
a missionary nation, taking their religion to others, 
they became a selfish nation, and even worse, gave 
up the true for the false, and turned to the idols 
of the surrounding nations, so that God had to 
chasten and punish them. They were finally cured 
of idolatry but still held their old selfish ideas and 
were poor witnesses for their God. 


The promise to Abraham was fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ, of the seed of Abraham according to the 
flesh. Jesus said to His disciples, go into all the 
world, make disciples, preach the Gospel. It took 
the early church a good while to realize the full 
meaning of His marching orders. Peter was convinced 
by a vision and opened the door to the Gentiles and 
Paul became the apostle to the Gentiles. The church 
became largely Gentile and has remained so to this 
day. When the fulness of the Gentiles is come in 
many believe that the Jews will accept Christ as a 
people. Paul seems to teach this and we hope and 
pray that the veil may be removed from their blinded 
eyes. When a Jew is converted he becomes a zealous 
Christian. We should pray for the Jews. 


Our Devotional Reading, Psalm 67, is one of the 
Psalms in which the thought of the concern of God 
for all people is stressed. Notice some of the verses: 
“That thy way may be known upon earth, thy sav- 
ing health among all nations.” God not only loves 
the Jews; He loves the world. The whole world is 
sick with sin and God’s “saving health” is needed in 
every land. “Let the people praise thee, O God; let 
all the people praise thee;’ not merely the Jew, 
but the people from every nation and race and tribe 
and tongue will join in praising Him, both on earth, 
and around the throne in heaven, (see Revelation 
7:9) “O let the nations be glad and sing for joy”; Joy 
to the world, the Lord is come, we sing at Christmas 
time and ought to sing every day in the year. “All 
the ends of the earth shall fear Him”. Nothing in 
the New Testament can be broader in scope. It was 
no new thing that Jesus told His disciples. It may 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God’s Coneern For All People 


have seemed new; but it was in God's Plan from the 
beginning. He chose the descendants of Abraham 
to be His peculiar people (people for His own pos- 
session) to preserve the revelation of God and be a 
witness for Him until, in the fulness of time the 
Saviour should come. How poorly they did this is 
revealed in Old Testament History. We study today 
about a prophet who did not wish to preach even 
to a heathen city. 


Dr. Morgan warns us in studying Jonah, not to be 
so interested in the story and incidents in the story, 
as to miss the real purpose of the book which is to 
show God’s concern for all people, for the “cities” 
and especially for Nineveh. We will review the “in- 
cidentals” in the book, and try to see its message. 


I. The Story of Jonah: A Strange Prophet of the 
Lord. 


1. His Disastrous Voyage: Ch. 1. 


The word of the Lord came to Jonah to go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it because 
of their wickedness. But Jonah tried to flee from 
the presence of the Lord and found a ship going to 
Tarshish and set out on his disastrous voyage. Surely, 
if the prophet had never heard of or read Psalm 139, 
he would have known that you cannot get away from 
God. “Whither shall I go from thy spirit, or whither 
shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into 
heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 
behold, thou are there. If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right 
hand shall hold me”. 


The Lord sent out a great wind so that the ship 
was about to sink. So the mariners cried to their 
gods and awakening Jonah, cast lots, to see whose 
fault it was, and the lot fell on Jonah. When they 
asked him what to do he told them to cast him into 
the sea for he knew it was because of him that the 
tempest came. His conscience told him that, I feel 
sure. So they cast him into the sea. Now the Lord 
had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three 
nights. 


Let me quote some from the Analytical Bible: 
“Why the case of Jonah should call forth more un- 
belief than any other miracle is beyond our compre- 
hension. Why should one refuse to accept this and 
believe that our Lord raised Lazarus from the dead? 
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... To reject one miracle and accept unhesitatingly 
another is both superficial and inconsistent. Why 
this miracle should be given such prominence, or 
be held up to ridicule, while other miracles are ac- 
cepted without question by the same people, must 
create surprise with any thoughtful person. Given 
the being of God and any miracle is possible” . . . 
“What is of greater moment is the fact that our Lord 
accepted the miracle of Jonah’s preservation, and used 
it as a type of his burial and resurrection. That signi- 
fies that if the one is discredited, so should be the 
other. In making sport of Jonah in the fish, you 
should be consistent and make the same sport of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ ‘Thus in the first 
and oldest of the prophets’, says Dr. Davidson, ‘we 
perceive that the first image . . . which meets us in 
the opening of the prophetic canon, where we ex- 
plore it in a Christian sense, is that of the great fact 
of Christ’s resurrection’ ” 


2. His Prayer in the Fish’s Belly: Ch. 2. 


“I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord 

. and thou heardest my voice”. A strange place 
to pray, and yet not so strange after all, for who of 
us has not cried unto the Lord in a place and time 
of affliction? From many a fox hole on the battle 
front, or a raft at sea, or from a prison, or a bed of 
sickness, have cries gone up to God. It is natural 
to call for help when you are about to sink in the 
waves, or perish in a fire. “All thy billows and thy 
waves passed over me”. “When my soul fainted 
within me I remembered the Lord”. We are so apt 
to forget Him when our souls are fat and flourishing. 
Affliction makes us think of God. 


And the Lord hears us! He is ever merciful and 
gracious, praise be to His name. He also hears the 
promises, the vows we make. I have no doubt that 
Jonah promised to go to Nineveh, if the Lord saved 
him, for salvation is of the Lord. And the Lord 
spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon 
the dry land. Thus was his prayer answered. 


3. His Preaching in Nineveh: Ch. 3. 


He was given a second chance, and told again to 
go and preach what God had bidden him preach. 
The burden, or text of his preaching, was in the 
nature of a solemn warning: Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown. The effect of his 
preaching was the wholesale and genuine repentance 
of the whole city of Nineveh. The king laid aside his 
robe and covered himself with sackcloth and he and 
his nobles proclaimed a fast for every man and beast, 
in the earnest hope that God would turn from His 
fierce anger and spare the city. When God saw their 
works and that they turned from their wicked ways 
He repented of the evil. He always does when He sees 
genuine repentance. That is His nature, to for- 
give, when people repent, and He does not change; 
He is the same always. 


Here we find one lesson from the book of Jonah— 
a lesson for Israel. If a heathen city heeds God’s mes- 
sage of warning, how much more should God’s own 
people! If Nineveh, a great and wicked city repented 
and was spared, then if we turn God will spare us. 
So often, however, we who ought to be the first 
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to repent, fail to heed the warnings of God. Israel 
ought to learn a lesson from Nineveh. So with us in 
our land of Gospel light and privileges. 


4. Jonah’s Displeasure: 


But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was 
very angry. This seems a strange way for him to act. 
Jonah was a Jew and he hated the city of Nineveh. 
He wanted to see them destroyed. He knew that Je- 
hovah was a “gracious God, and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of 
the evil”. Dr. Morgan says that “we who represent 
God, ought to represent him”; we ought to be merci- 
ful as God is merciful. Suppose Billy Graham were 
to preach to one of our wicked cities today, and when 
he saw, not merely hundreds, but everybody in the 
city really turning from sin, would he be angry? 
Would all of us not rejoice? There is a difference, 
of course, for Jonah knew that Nineveh was an enemy 
of Israel. | 


Then God tried to teach Jonah a lesson through 
the gourd and the worm, but the prophet was still 
angry. The book closes with a question: “Thou hast 
had pity on the gourd . . . and should not I spare 
Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than six 
score thousand persons that cannot discern between 
their right hand and their left hand; and also much 
cattle?” 


II. The Great Teaching of the Book of Jonah: 
God's concern for all Peoples. 


Should not I spare that great city? The cities are 
the sore spots of the world and always have been. 
They dot a map like so many cancers. Think of the 
cities of the plain, Sodom and Gomorrah, of Nineveh 
and Babylon, and Pompeii and Rome, of Paris and 
London, of New York and San Francisco! Babylon 
is the type of the terrible wickedness of cities. In 
Revelation Chapter 17 and 18 we have a vivid picture 
of the wickedness and fall of Babylon. 


Now, if God cares for these wicked blemishes on 
the fair earth which He created and has pity on them, 
then He certainly cares for all people. God tried to 
teach Jonah this lesson. Jonah already knew that 
God cared, but he, Jonah, should care also. How 
do we feel towards the wicked cities? Do we want 
them to repent? Do we weep over them as Jesus 
wept over Jerusalem, and said, “How often would | 
have gathered thy children together as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wing (covering them) 
and ye would not.” 


Let us remember that we have in Revelation the 
picture of another city, New Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven. There is nothing in it that 
defiles: no sin, no sorrow, no death. God can have 
a Holy City, a city without sin. It is to be an Eternal 
Home. May He hasten the day when this city comes 
down to earth! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 13, 1959 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Happiness Of The Righteous 


Scripture: Psalm | 

Suggested Hymns: 
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
“There's a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
“O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee” 

Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Everybody wants happiness, but few of us realize 
that it cannot be had when it is sought as an end 
in itself. Happiness is a by-product . . . a by-product 
of godliness. A godly person is a happy person, but 
he does not seek godliness in order to be happy. He 
is happy because his first desire is to please the Lord 
and to glorify His name. This Psalm which has been 
memorized by so many of us has as its theme “the hap- 
piness of godliness”. 


First Speaker: 

At the beginning of the Psalm we have the picture 
of a righteous person. First, he is described to us 
negatively. He is one who all his life has observed 
the admonition, “depart from evil”. He does not 
walk in the counsel of the ungodly. That means that 
he does not accept their principles or govern his life 
according to their judgment. O would that all of 
us would cease letting the world set our standards 
for us. He does not stand in the way of sinners. He 
does not indulge in the practices of those who are 
habitual offenders against the law and will of God. 
If more professing Christians would take this stand, 
if would be easier to see the difference between them 
and the rest of the world. The godly person does 
not sit in the seat of the scorners. He has no associa- 
tion with those who take religion lightly or who hold 
the things of God in derision. He finds no pleasure 
in associating with God’s enemies, or in copying their 
deeds, or in thinking their thoughts. What kind of 
company do we keep? What kind do we want to keep? 


Next, the righteous person is described positively. 
He is one who delights in the law of the Lord. The 
“law of the Lord” refers not merely to a legal code, 
but to the whole Word of God. The godly find joy 
in the fact that God has revealed Himself to men, 
and they delight to meditate on that revelation day 
and night. There is always a place for the Bible in 
their hearts and homes. This revelation has been 
the means of their being made righteous, for it was 
through the Bible that they came to know Christ 
Who saved them from sin and gave them life. The 
righteous ones, the happy ones, are those whose 


hearts are saturated with the Word of God. How 
much joy do we find in reading the Bible? How 
much time do we spend meditating on it? 


Second Speaker: 

Now we come to a description of the blessedness 
of the righteous. “He shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and what- 
soever he doeth shall prosper.” Beauty is not spe- 
cifically mentioned, but it is certainly implied. There 
is an undeniable beauty about a godly life. It brings 
happiness to those who are so blessed and to all 
who know them. True godliness is consistent and 
enduring, like a tree growing by the river whose 
leaves are always green. The righteous continue faith- 
ful because God continues faithful, and He is their 
source. We may show forth righteousness and godli- 
ness in our lives only if we draw on the unfailing 
springs of God’s grace in Christ Jesus. 


The righteous person is happy because his life 
is useful, like the tree that bears good fruit at the 
proper time. The promise of prosperity for the godly 
is one that we are apt to question in our more cynical 
moments. It does seem that we have known truly 
good people whose lives were anything but prosperous 
from physical and material point of view. We need 
to remember that God does not measure prosperity 
by our short-sighted view but in the light of eternity. 
We also need to remember that God is more concerned 
with things spiritual and eternal than with those that 
are physical, material, and temporal. If God says He 
will prosper the righteous, let us take Him at His 
Word and not pit our dim eyes against His perfect 
knowledge and righteous purpose. A truly prosperous 
person is one whose treasure is laid up in heaven. 
How much do we have invested there? Are we rich 
according to God’s method of measurement? 


Third Speaker: 

The true beauty of godliness is seen most clearly 
against the dark background of ungodliness. There 
are some people who would have us always speak 
of God's love, but the fact is that we can never fully 
understand or appreciate God’s love and blessings 
until we have a realistic picture of His wrath and 
displeasure against sin. We never appreciate the 
light until we know what it is like to live in darkness. 
We do not enjoy health until we have experienced 
sickness. The Psalm pictures the wretchedness of the 
ungodly in order that we may appreciate more fully 
the blessedness of the righteous. 
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Cynical people in all ages have questioned whether 
there is any difference between the lot of the good 
and the wicked. The Bible tells-us there is an eternal 
difference: ‘““The ungodly are not so”. In other words, 
the ungodly are not like the righteous. Instead of 
being useful and enduring, like the tree, they are 
worthless and transitory, like the chaff which is 
blown away and forgotten. Their end is destruction, 
even as the chaff is destroyed. In every judgment of 
God they will be found guilty, and they have no 
place in the assembly of the righteous either here or 
hereafter. 


Program Leader: 

When the Scripture says that the “Lord knoweth 
the way of the righteous’, it means not merely that 
He is acquainted with them, but that He has set 
His love upon them. Who or what can separate us 
from the love of Christ? The answer is “nothing at 
all”. When the Bible says, “the way of the ungodly 
shall perish”, it means that the self-seeking, self-right- 
eous, and self-sufficient will find themselves to be 
altogether insufficient. ‘““There is a way which seemeth 
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death.” There are only two ways, the way of the 
righteous and the way of the ungodly. Which way 
is ours? 


Closing prayei 





For a teen-age boy or 
girl and up to 25. 


LITTLE JETTS 
YOUTH 
TALKS 


(Illustrated) 


By Wade C. Smith 


Here Are Some Of The Chapter Titles: 
Tight Places Jonah’s Boner 
Two Stalwarts al 
Your Empire 
A Notorious Liar 


enn Lightning 


Mistakes 
From Waterboy to President 
Jericho 
The Sandwich Man 
The Blueprint 
te Hundred Percent Grasshoppers 

A Real Fellow Thou Shalt Not Steal 
At Home The Great Game 
Prejudice Two Morticians 
“Gis” A Star For Christmas 
Eiffel Tower 
Jacob Made Over 


M 
Ged’s Signature 
Sir Bartle What Price Glory 


Ase’s Death Whistling In The Basement 

—— A Woman Sparkplug 

Special Little Jetts etching on the fly-leaf and 
Autographed by the author if requested. 


Price $2.00 Postpaid 
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WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 














Choice Christian Books 
for Your Library 


The Self-Disclosure of Jesus ___. ) > 00 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume by the late Geerhardus Vos of 
Princeton Seminary is what many theologians con- 
sider to be Dr. Vos’ most important work. The 
que ‘ion in the modern debate concerning whether 
Jes ; claimed and believed himself to be the Mes- 
siah, is here in the mind. of Christ Himself. 


The Humiliation of Christ $3.50 
by A. B. Bruce 


A Classic in Christology 
Spoken of as having “won for himself the fore- 
most place among Christian apologists” in the nine- 
teenth century, A. B. Bruce crowned his New 
Testament studies with this brilliantly impressive 
study of a subject which he especially was equipped 
to write. 


The Secret of Pulpit Power $3.00 
(Through Thematic Christian Preaching) 
by Simon Blocker 


Here is a fresh, new book both the substance 
and techniques of successful thematic Christian 
preaching. 


God and the Cosmos $3.50 


by Theodore Graebner 


A Critical Examination of Atheism, Materialism 
and Evolutionism. 

“The most up to date, thorough, comprehensive, 
systematic book on Apologetics that we have had 
the pleasure of reading.” 

—Lutheran Herald 


The Basis of Millennial Faith $2.00 
by Floyd E. Hamilton 


Whatever your millennial view, The Basis of 
Millennial Faith will be a stimulant to your think- 
ing on the subject. 


The Teaching of the Epistle 
by Gnsdbasdin Ces: 


This volume contains Dr. Vos’ classroom lectures 
on the teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
edited and rewritten by the Reverend Johannes G. 
Vos, son of the author. It is especially valuable 
for its Scriptural illumination of such recent sub- 
jects as Christology and Eschatology. 


Any Three of the Above Separate Titles Sent 
Postpaid to One Address $5.00 


Act Quickly and Give Second Choice 
as Supply Is Limited 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE. N. C. 
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